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BUILDING INDEPENDENCE 

IN OUR SCHOOL, HOMES AND COMMUNITY  

The Principal’s Message: 

It is hard to believe that winter break is over, even though “Old Man Winter” is 

dealing us quite a blow, and that we have started the third marking period. Staff 

continue to work on adapting the curriculum and challenging our students in new 

and meaningful ways. We have also had an increase in our enrollment. As a result, 

I was able to request and get approved to open a new classroom and hire a new 

teacher. I would like to welcome Stacey Latch to Team BMS. Stacey comes to BMS 

with a wealth of special education experience, and I know that she will be a won-

derful compliment to our team. 

It is time for your voice to be heard. Please consider taking a few minutes to com-

plete the BCPS Satisfaction Survey. The survey takes approximately five minutes 

to complete. Please see page four of the newsletter for more information about 

the BCPS Satisfaction Survey. 

It is with regret that I need to inform you of the passing of a BMS community mem-

ber. Jimmy Lawrence was an alumni of BMS who spend many years volunteering 

at BMS. He gave his time and energy tirelessly, and his gentle and quiet presence 

will be missed. 

A huge thank you to the Ridge Ruxton school community for participating in the 

“Favors and Flavors Food Drive” to help supplement the BMS food pantry! Over a 

flat bed of food was donated to BMS. 

BMS has been approved to participate in the second year of the Communication 

Competence Grant. Last year the grant was available to those teachers teaching 

students in third grade age and below. This year the grant is being extended to 

teachers of secondary grade age students, as well as primary grade teachers who 

did not participate in the grant last year.  Last year we saw great growth in commu-

nication skills of students whose teachers participated in the grant, and I think 

that the grant will continue to create opportunities for students to effectively com-

municate more independently. 

We continue to await arrival of arrival of technology which has been identified for 

distribution in the public separate day schools, which is different from the technol-

ogy being distributed in BCPS comprehensive schools. Please see page 11 of the 

newsletter for information about technology which has been identified and to learn 

how the BCPS S.T.A.T. initiative is being addressed at BMS. 

If there are any parents interested in becoming a special education liaison for 

BMS, please contact The Special Education Resource Center at 410-887-5443. 

 

“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.” 

Aristotle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. Jerry Easterly, Jr. 

Principal 

deasterly@bcps.org 

 

Tayten A. Whitson 

Assistant Principal 

twhitson@bcps.org 
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BATTLE MONUMENT ATTENDANCE SUPERSTARS 

PERFECT  

ATTENDANCE 

December: 

Justin Aung 

Demones Banks 

Josh Bartosevich 

Nicholas Bartoldi 

Jason Blake 

Amia Brown 

Danny Crawford 

William Everett 

Megan Henderson 

Brandon Levandowski 

Tyler Matthews 

Justin Melka 

Brandon Merritt 

Kalia Peay 

Francesca Reyes 

Tyshawn Thomas 

Shakia Turner 

January: 

Justin Aung 

Demones Banks 

Joshua Bartosevich 

Archie Bassey 

Nicholas Bertoldi 

Jason Blake 

Amia Brown 

Austin Carter 

Tina Carter 

Danielle Cicio 

Danny Crawford 

Deven Dixon 

Dominic Guerin 

Brandon Hampton 

Megan Henderson 

Brandon Levandowski 

Tyler Matthews 

Justin Melka 

Brandon Merritt 

Jonathan Moore 

Kalia Peay 

Francesca Reyes 

Tyshawn Thomas 

Shakia Turner 

J.R. Welling 

94% and ABOVE  

ATTENDANCE 

December: 

Archie Bassey 

Danielle Cicio 

Manny DeLeon 

Deven Dixon 

Timmy Fisher 

Fikki Fowose 

Brandom Hampton 

Nicky Kelly 

Brennon Maxwell 

Jonathan Moore 

Brendon Pickett 

A.J. Roscoe 

Megan Schuyler 

J.R. Welling 

Henry Wright 

Michelle Yeo 

January: 

Joshua Baker 

Tucker Hook 

Brennon Maxwell 

Brendon Pickett  

The School Wide  

attendance  

percentage for  

December was  87.6% 

and for January was 

83.39%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GREAT JOB STUDENTS AND 

PARENTS! 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Mark your calendar now for these important events 

March 1st: BOE Meeting; 7:00PM Building E. 

March 4th: Half day system-wide professional development; BMS closes 3 hours early. 

March 15th: BOE Meeting; 6:30PM, Building E. 

March 23rd: BCPS State of the Schools Event 

March 25th: Spring Break Begins. 

April 4th: Schools Reopen. 

 

Battle Monument Celebrity Birthdays 

 Students: 

December: 

Khalif Givens (4th) 

Katelyn Nesbitt (4th) 

Manny Coleman (5th) 

Josiah Sealey (10th) 

Fikki Fowose (10th) 

January: 

Charles Umezurike (1st) 

Archie Bassey (1st) 

Megan Schuyler (12th) 

Nicholas Bertoldi (15th_ 

Tucker Hook (18th) 

Vicroria Hoar (23rd) 

 

Staff: 

December: 

Shawon Harris (2nd) 

Andre’ Davis (10th) 

Vicky Schmelz (10th) 

Edie Joska (23rd) 

Leisa Williams (29th) 

Shane Williams (30th) 

Teri Ricigliano (31st) 

January: 

Tyshon Blackmon (1st) 

Gary Hare (3rd) 

Laura Stanfield (3rd) 

Cameron Stearns (12th) 

Jamie Rivera (19th) 

 

 

Brandi Gorss (22nd) 

Courtney Smith (23rd) 

Donald Coad (24th) 

Ruth Cummins (25th) 
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Room 101: 

Secondary, Ms. Mica Major 

 In reading we have started a new book titled, My Life in 

Dog Years. Each chapter of the book describes a differ-

ent dog the author had while growing up. In social stud-

ies, we have been learning about the five regions that 

make up the United States. Kudos to all the students in 

room 101 because all of them have become more inde-

pendent checking their own personal schedules 

throughout the day! 

We went on two Community Based Instruction trips in 

November. At our trip to Marshy Point Nature Center 

students learned about different wild animals and were 

able to pet some of them. Students also went to Target 

where they were able to go on a hunt to find items that 

were on their shopping list. Additionally, we went to 

Petco in December. At Petco students searched for 

specific animals and learned about the food and sup-

plies each animal needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 103: 

Secondary, Ms. Carrie Levine 

Room 103 has been very busy in November and De-

cember. Students read The Odyssey for  reading, and 

they worked on the Coordinate Plane for math.  They 

continued to complete vocational tasks, such as doing 

laundry for the school.  Tina and Danielle work at 

Charlesmont collecting recycling.  Mason continued to 

go to the bowling alley to clean.  During CBIs, students 

had an opportunity to purchase and wrap gifts for their 

family members.  Students will start visiting adult agen-

cies next month.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brendon 

found a pillow 

at Target. 

CBI trip to 

Marshy Point! 

Speak Up! It’s Time for the BCPS Stakeholder 

Satisfaction Survey 

Taking the annual BCPS Stakeholder Satisfac-

tion Survey is a quick way to let us know what 

you think about this school, demonstrate support 

for BCPS, and help the school system meet its 

goal of preparing and graduating globally com-

petitive students. 

Available online from February 1-29 at the BCPS 

Web site (www.bcps.org), the survey takes an 

average of five minutes, is confidential, and is 

available in several languages for parents and 

community members. There are different (but 

related) questions for students in Grades 4-12, 

parents, community members, and staff.  

http://www.bcps.org


The Monument   5 

 

Room 127: 

Primary, Ms. Rebecca Bossalina 

Goodbye 2015.  HELLO 2016!!  

In November and December we read about the history 

of storytelling and going to the fair.   In math we had 

fun creating pictographs for favorite things such as fa-

vorite animals and favorite parts of the fair.  In science 

and social studies we learned about jobs on the east 

coast, such as coal mining and fishing. But, we had the 

most fun as Yukon and the sled dogs in our Rudolph 

the Red Nose Reindeer play.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 128: 

Secondary, Ms. Danielle Moyer 

In November and December Room 128 began reading 

an adapted version of My life in Dog Years. This quarter 

students have learned about how pets take a part in 

our daily lives and how we can care for our furry 

friends. We have also looked at using adjectives to de-

scribe the many different types of pets everyone may 

have. In social studies we explored the various holiday 

traditions of specific cultures. We created different holi-

day crafts and discussed how everyone celebrates the 

holidays with their own special family traditions.  

In Math we have looked at how to solve algebraic oper-

ations with a single variable. Students are using num-

ber lines to count spaces to reach their final answer. 

Students are able to locate specific numbers on the 

number line independently. Once they have solved the 

problem many students will go back and reread the 

entire equation verbally while correctly identifying all 

mathematical symbols!  

We have also introduced new hygiene schedules in the 

classroom. Students are asked to retrieve their individ-

ual box with their name and begin to follow the 3-step 

schedule with picture cues. Many students are only 

needing verbal prompting to get started!  
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Room 130 

Secondary, Mr. Jason Gaynor 

Hard to believe it’s already 2016. Looking back at 

the last two months of 2015, the students in 130 

accomplished quite a bit. In reading, the students 

have continued to read The Odyssey. Amazingly, de-

spite the uniqueness of many of the characters 

names (Odysseus, Penelope, etc.), several of the 

students, especially Will and Gino, have done a fan-

tastic job remembering their names and recalling 

events from the story. The students have also contin-

ued to work on writing sentences and typing on the 

computer. Archie has really improved his ability to 

compose original sentences using spelling words 

while Timmy has been doing a great job of formatting 

text on the computer using bold/italics/underline. In 

math, the students have been working on plotting 

points on a coordinate plane, something that Bran-

don has enjoyed (especially playing a game on the 

computer where you have to swat a bug by entering 

the correct coordinates). The students have still been 

learning functional math skills, including counting 

money, a skill that Tyler has really begun strengthen-

ing. As many of our students are getting older, 

they’ve also been instilled with more responsibility, 

something that Khalif has really embraced as he is 

now independently walking to and from the nurse’s 

office each day. In the community we took several 

trips to area stores, including Home Depot where the 

students really enjoyed finding all of the stuff that 

teenage boys would enjoy like lumber and paint sup-

plies. Overall, it was a great end to 2015! 

 

 

Checking out the 

paint selection at 

Home Depot.  

  

 

 

Working hard 

in the class-

room.  

 

 

Room 126: 

Primary, Ms. Nicole Kirsch 

November and  December were  busy months for 

Room 126.  In November, we  learned all about our 

community .  We learned about people who have 

special jobs in our community like fire fighters, police 

officers and teachers.  We also celebrated American 

Education Week by having parents and family come 

to our class and watch their students in action. 

December was an exciting time for our friends as 

well.  Each week offered different activities at school.  

Our class was in the BMS production of “Rudolph the 

Red Nosed Reindeer.”  Each student did a fantastic 

job  playing elves and showed off their communica-

tion skills on stage. 

In following up with the community themes from last 

month, we also went on a  CBI trip to North Point 

Library.  While there, some of our friends received 

library cards.  We also went on a grand tour of the 

entire library and learned about where to find the 

best books!  The librarian also read us some exciting 

books that all of our students and staff enjoyed! 

In addition to our trip, we also had a special holiday 

celebration.  We invited parents and families to come 

to our class and celebrate the holidays.  Parents 

came and decorated cookies, enjoyed some festive 

music and helped their child participate in a social 

skills lesson presented by Hilary Hellerbach  The ac-

tivity was so successful, we plan on doing another 

event similar event in the spring! 
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Ms. Terry Flynn 

 

 

 

Students participated in a STEAM unit (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) by building art robots using an 

electric toothbrush motor, a piece of pool noodle, rubber bands, and markers. The they used their artbots to draw spiral 

patterns using warm, cool, or warm and cool colors.  Students took a variety of approaches to creating artwork with a robot. 

We experimented with adding  and subtracting markers (three worked the best), keeping the paper still or letting it move, 

touching it or leaving it alone….  Students from upper left: Mallory,     Jessica, Archie, Raymond, Megan H. , and Jenna.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another STEAM experiment involved dying wool with the ink 

from “dead” markers. We sorted and soaked the old mark-

ers in water and discovered lots of color remained! We add-

ed a little vinegar and the wool was heated to simmering to 

set the color. Next students filled out two worksheets, a 

control and the experiment that included other colored art 

materials.  We put them in sunny windows and four weeks 

later compared them to see which colors were the same 

and which were faded. Brandon L.’s samples showed that 

the blue wool and the blue paper both faded a lot. The or-

ange wool stayed the same and the orange paper faded a 

little.  
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Ms. Nancy Haney 

In November and December we continued our studies of American music. We looked at the Roots of Jazz by 

focusing on the work songs of slaves and spirituals and will be moving into the blues in January. We learned 

that the works songs often contained hidden messages so we took the song “Follow the Drinking Gourd” which 

has codes for how they slaves could travel north to freedom, and substituted in some local landmarks to lead 

us to home, school, or the ocean. We had to also put the song in the right AB pattern.  With the spirituals we 

classified them as sacred songs, and learned to play the harmony and/or bass line on the guitar with as little 

assistance as possible. 

The classes that were in the winter program, Rudolph, worked really hard during rehearsals to learn their parts 

and create props and scenery. The in school and after school performances were a wonderful success! The 

students did a great job of showing off their skills and had a great time on stage. For a couple of classes when 

we didn’t have a rehearsal we explored the violin.   
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Ms. Hilary Hellerbach and Ms. Laura Stanfield 

Happy New Year! We hope that everyone had a good winter break. We send you all warm wishes during 

this cold season! The weather changes can be challenging for our students who thrive on routine. We en-

courage you to keep to your home based routines as much as you can and let us know how we can be 

helpful at school. 

As always if there is any way that we can be helpful with resource referral, supporting your communication 

with your child’s teacher, or accessing needed items such as food, clothing, diapers, or adaptive devices 

please don’t hesitate to call the Social Work and family Center at: 410-288-0391.  

***Note: Our voice mail has been having some problems lately so if you call our direct line and don’t get 

through please call the school’s main number (410-887-7000) and leave us a message! 

HUGE THANK YOUs! 

We want to thank the following community partners for their holiday support and donations: 

 Patapsco Masonic Lodge – for the hygiene supplies for our classrooms! 

 Santa’s Helpers Anonymous for adopting 25 of our Families for the holiday 

 Jerry Bathory for providing toys for 7 of our students 

 Ravens Roost for adopting one of our families for the holidays 

 The ARC Baltimore for adopting one of our families for the holidays 

 Eastern Tech High School Groups for adopting 2 of our families for the holidays  

Transition Information!!!! 

The transition students are about to begin visits to adult agencies! We visit each agency from 10:00 until 

11:30 a.m. Our students really enjoy time spent with those in adult programs. Parents are welcome to join 

us to observe their student in these settings as well. If you would like to join us please call Hilary at the 

school.  The dates for our visits are: 

1/20/16:  The ARC Baltimore, 1401 North Point Rd. Dundalk MD. 21222 

2/17/16:  Unified Community Connections, 11650 Crossroads Circle, Middle River MD. 21220 

3/16/16:  The League for People with Disabilities, 1111 E. Coldspring Lane, Baltimore MD. 21239 

4/20/16:  The CHIMES Liberty Club East, 8515 Kelso Dr., Essex MD. 21221 

5/4/16: Brighter Stronger Foundation 

Upcoming Fun: 

Starting in January we will be participating in a pilot “Buddies” program. Four of our students will be having 

lunch with four students from General John Stricker Middle School once per month! If this goes well we 

hope to expand to have more students involved! 
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Ms. Becky Kight, Ms. Linda Piazza, &  Ms. Vicki Schmelz 

Winter is fully upon us and all the stress of the season may be bearing down on you. I looked back and 

realized every year, we write something, during this month, about handling stress. This year will be no 

different! We will address deep breathing for relaxation and stress management. When we are stressed 

we tense our muscles and tend to breathe shallower. Deep breathing helps us to relax by flooding out 

bodies with oxygen and ridding our bodies of carbon dioxide. Here are two breathing exercises you may 

want to try. 

Belly breathing 

Belly breathing is easy to do and very relaxing. Try this basic exercise anytime you 

need to relax or relieve stress. 

Sit or lie flat in a comfortable position. 

Put one hand on your belly just below your ribs and the other hand on your chest. 

Take a deep breath in through your nose, and let your belly push your hand out. Your 

chest should not move. 

Breathe out through pursed lips as if you were whistling. Feel the hand on your belly 

go in, and use it to push all the air out. 

Do this breathing 3 to 10 times. Take your time with each breath. 

Notice how you feel at the end of the exercise. 
 

Morning breathing 

Try this exercise when you first get up in the morning to relieve muscle stiffness and 

clear clogged breathing passages. Then use it throughout the day to relieve back ten-

sion. 

From a standing position, bend forward from the waist with your knees slightly bent, 

letting your arms dangle close to the floor. 

As you inhale slowly and deeply, return 

to a standing position by rolling up 

slowing, lifting your head last. 

Hold your breath for just a few seconds 

in this standing position. 

Exhale slowly as you return to the orig-

inal position, bending forward from 

the waist. 

Notice how you feel at the end of the 

exercise. 
Retrieved 12/18/2015 from: https://healthy.kaiserpermanente.org/health/care/!ut/p/a0/

https://healthy.kaiserpermanente.org/health/care/!ut/p/a0/FchBCoAgEAXQs3QA-RAI0a5TlO6GaUhBRwkr6vTV8j14LPBKZ9yoxaKUPjsu2kTbGIRSC0aUb06lyhoJMzx83WnLBKfFMHGQ_8IVV7jj6XtrUXMerqnrXi1Vz2I!/
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Welcome to the 2nd quarter of the school year!  This quarter has been most exciting, and with our 

infusion of general education curriculum throughout daily instruction we’re only getting better. Together 

we’ve made a great deal of progress, from weekly grade level planning meetings to syncing classrooms by 

grade band. Students are learning grade level curriculum alongside functional skills, and teachers are work-

ing towards more student centered instruction while focusing on the Core Vocabulary to aid in communica-

tion. 

 

Currently our high school students are reading The Odyssey and being exposed to Algebra 1. Our 

middle school classes are reading My Life in Dog Y ears and tackling Pre-Algebra. The elementary teachers 

are also providing exposure to all of the subject areas and are piloting the new science curriculum, which 

provides an opportunity for our teachers to share ideas on how the curriculum can be modified. Representa-

tives from the county have come to observe such lessons first hand, and have been impressed with what 

we’re doing here at Battle Monument!  

 

As we move into 2016, we’re excited to be receiving more technology as part of the STAT initia-

tive through Baltimore County Public Schools. Soon we’ll be able to infuse your lessons with many of the 

following items: Classroom Suite, desktop computers with touch screens, touch screen tablets, Big Macks, 

Go Talk 9, Go Talk 32, Candy Corn Switches, IntellaSwitches and Tecla Shields.  This technology will 

allow our students more access to the curriculum and their ability to communicate their knowledge. More 

information will follow upon their arrival, and I look forward to sharing this with you!  

  

   

                             Alix Brusewitz 

                             STAT Teacher  

                         abrusewitz@bcps.org 

 

 

mailto:abrusewitz@bcps.org
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Ms. Kim Fell and Mr. Cameron Stearns 

News from the Positive Behavior Intervention and Sup-

port Team (PBIS): 

Coming soon! Safe Crisis Management for families and 

caregivers. Many of our families and caregivers have 

expressed a need for assistance in dealing with chal-

lenging behaviors by children at home. Battle Monu-

ment now has a certified instructor to provide training 

in Safe Crisis Management. Stay tuned for more infor-

mation. All families will be informed of the training 

schedule once it is available. 

Get ready to spend those “dog tags”! Beginning in Feb-

ruary, students will be able to trade in their “dog tags” 

for “BMS Bucks” to buy small items from the school 

store. Students can spend their “BMS Bucks” on pre-

ferred items or activities. We are very excited about this 

new incentive to reinforce positive behavior! 

Don’t forget, if you notice a sticker on your child’s shirt 

or in their notebook, it means your child did something 

wonderful that day to earn a “D.O.G. Tag”! “D.O.G.” 

stands for “doing our greatest” to follow the BMS code 

of conduct and work hard on all of our goals! Students 

can earn “D.O.G. Tags” at anytime, anywhere in the 

building, from any staff member including teachers, 

assistants, administrators, office staff, nurses, special 

area teachers, related service providers, social work-

ers, etc.  

FYI: Monday is BMS Spirit Day. All staff and students 

are encouraged to wear their BMS spirit wear every 

Monday. Our Booster Club provides a spirit wear BMS 

shirt to new students when they arrive at our school. 

Spirit wear is also sold periodically during the year at 

cost.  

When you visit our school, keep your eyes open for 

“Happy the Seagull!” He is hidden in the building each 

day and students are encouraged to find him to get a 

cheer from the front office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION AND SUPPORTS 


